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DECISION
On 18 July 2022 the Tribunal decided to:

(a) setaside the decision of the Directorate of Honours and Awards of the Department
of Defence that Mr Arnold Lockrey is not eligible for the award of the Republic
of Vietnam Campaign Medal and substitute its decision that he be recommended
for the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal.

(b) pursuant to section 110VB(3) of Defence Act, and consistent with the rationale
of the above decision, recommend to the Minister that the Department of
Defence be directed to consider whether there are any other Vietnam Veterans
that should similarly be recommended for the Republic of Vietnam Campaign
Medal.



CATCHWORDS

FOREIGN AWARD — Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal — eligibility criteria to be
applied - exceptions for service less than the required period — psychiatric illness diagnosed
after returned home for rest and recreation leave - whether wounded in war time/ wounded
in action — set aside.

LEGISLATION

Defence Act 1903 — Part VIIIC — Sections 110T, 110V(1), 110VB(2), 110VB(3), 110VB(6).

VIETNAMESE DIRECTIVES

Joint General Staff of the Republic of Vietnam, Armed Forces Directive Pertaining to
Awarding of Campaign Medal HT 655-430 dated 1 September 1965 (as amended)
AUSTRALIAN INSTRUMENTS

Memorandum from the Secretary of the Department of Defence, Vietnamese Campaign
Medal, dated 16 September 1966.

Military Board Instruction 102-4 Medals — The Vietnamese Campaign Medal,
23 December 1968.

Military Board Instruction 38-1 Casualties — Service Recording and Advice to next of kin,
8 August 1966.

Defence Instruction (Air Force) PERS 10-9, The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal,
15 February 1983.

Australian Navy Order (ANO) 516/70, Vietnamese Campaign Medal Award for Service in
South Vietnam.
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REASONS FOR DECISION
Introduction

1. The Applicant, Mr Arnold John Lockrey, seeks review of the decision by
Ms Donna Burdett of the Directorate of Honours and Awards of the Department of Defence
(the Directorate) that he is not eligible for the award of the Republic of Vietnam Campaign
Medal (the RVCM). Relevant to this application, Mr Lockrey served in Vietnam from 8
February to 12 July 1969 (for less than six months).

2. On 14 September 2016, Mr Thomas Case of the Lake Macquarie Vietnam Veterans
Association, acting on behalf of Mr Lockrey, lodged an application for the award of the
RVCM to the Directorate.' 2

3. In response to this application, on 4 December 2017, Ms Burdett determined that
Mr Lockrey was not eligible for the RVCM because, in Defence’s view, he did not meet the
eligibility criteria by serving a minimum of 181 days® in Vietnam and his circumstances did
not fall within any of three stated exceptions to that requirement, in that he was not:

a) killed on active service;

b) wounded in action i.e. classified as a battle casualty and evacuated as a result of
those wounds; or

c) captured and later released or escaped.*

4. On 28 January 2021, Mr Lockrey applied to the Tribunal for a review of Ms Burdett’s
decision.’ He contended that although he was not evacuated from the theatre of war, he more
than meets ‘the spirit’ of the eligibility criteria for the RVCM. Mr Lockrey argued that this
is because he suffers from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and that he was
hospitalised within four days after arriving home in Australia for rest and recreation (R & R)
leave and could not return to Vietnam.

Tribunal jurisdiction

5. Pursuant to s110VB(2) of the Defence Act 1903 (the Act) the Tribunal must review a
reviewable decision if an application is properly made to the Tribunal. The term reviewable
decision is defined in s110V and includes a decision made by a person within the Defence
Force to refuse to recommend a person for a foreign award in response to an application.
Section 110T defines a foreign award as an honour or award given by a government of a
foreign country, or by an international organisation.

6. As required by s110VB(6) of the Act, in reviewing the reviewable decision, the
Tribunal is bound by the eligibility criteria that governed the making of the reviewable
decision.

! Letter, Mr Thomas Case, Lake Macquarie, Vietnam Veterans to DH&A.

2 Mr Lockrey also made applications for medallic recognition for the RVCM in the 1990s which were rejected.
3 Defence’s interpretation of the six-month qualifying period.

4 Letter, Ms D Burdett, Acting Assessments Manager DH&A to Mr Lockrey dated 4 December 2017.

5 Application for Review of Decision by Mr Lockrey to the Tribunal dated 28 January 2021.
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Mr Lockrey’s service

7. Mr Lockrey, who served under his birth name of Arnoldus Johanus Van Hulst, enlisted
on 1 May 1968 in the Australian Regular Army Supplement — National Service (ARAS) (NS)
for a period of two years.

8. Of particular relevance to this application, Mr Lockrey served in Vietnam as a Private
in the infantry with 12 Platoon, D Company, 5% Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment
(5 RAR), arriving in Vietnam on 8 February 1969. After around four months operational
service, on 12 July 1969, Mr Lockrey returned home to Australia on R & R leave for an
anticipated period of seven days. However, whilst on leave, Mr Lockrey experienced
significant mental trauma, such that he could not return to Vietnam to complete his tour.

9. Mr Lockrey was discharged on 9 October 1969 under section 35(B)(2) of the National
Service Act 1964 ‘being medically unfit’.

10.  For his service Mr Lockrey was awarded the:
e Australian Active Service Medal 1945-75 with Clasp ‘VIETNAM’;
e Vietnam Medal;
e Australian Defence Medal;
e Anniversary of National Service 1951-1972 Medal;
e Returned from Active Service Badge;
e Infantry Combat Badge.®

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal

11.  In May 1964 the Government of the Republic of Vietnam established its campaign
medal, known in Australia as the RVCM. On 1 September 1965 the Joint General Staff of
the Republic of Vietnam issued a directive setting out the eligibility for the medal. Relevantly,
the Articles which set out eligibility for the award reads as follows:

Article 1: All military personnel of the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces (RVNAF)
who have 12 months service in the field during war time, may claim for Campaign
Medal award.

Article 2: The RVNAF personnel who don’t possess the eligibilities prescribed in
Art.1, but happen to be under one of the following circumstances, are qualified for
Campaign Medal award:

- WIA (wounded in action);

- captured in action by enemies or missing while performing his missions,
but released later, or an escape has taken place.

- KIA or die while performing a mission entrusted.

The above anticipated cases must take place during the war.

¢ Defence Report to Tribunal dated 19 March 2021.
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Article 3: Allied soldiers assigned to the Republic of Vietnam after 6 months in war
time with the mission to assisting the Vietnamese Government and the RVNAF to fight
against armed enemies, are eligible for Campaign Medal decorations; they would be
awarded with campaign medal under conditions anticipated in Article 2 of this
Directive.”

12.  In May 1966 the Government of the Republic of Vietnam raised the possibility of
awarding the RVCM to Australian servicemen. On 24 June 1966 Her Majesty The Queen
granted unrestricted approval for members of the Australian armed forces to accept and wear
the RVCM.®

13. A Vietnamese Order, dated 31 August 1966, laid out final Vietnamese Authority for
the award of the RVCM to Australian forces. This order cited the Vietnamese Directive of
1 September 1965, and amendments dated 22 March 1966 and 8 October 1965 as eligibility
criteria for the award. These amendments, which have been repeatedly cited by Australian
authorities, but nonetheless remain unavailable for fulsome consideration, are discussed later
in this report.

Australian conditions for the award of the RVCM

14.  Following receipt of the Vietnamese order of 31 August 1966, the Department of
Defence and the three Services then promulgated further conditions for the awarding of the
RVCM. On 16 September 1966 the Secretary of the Department of Defence forwarded a
memorandum to the Secretaries of the Departments of the Navy, Army and Air setting out the
criteria for the award. These criteria were based on, but were not identical to, those specified
by the Government of the Republic of Vietnam. Referring to the amended Article 3, the
Secretary stated that Australia’s ‘interpretation is the same as that of the United States’ and
that ‘conditions for the grant of the award (of the RVCM) to Australian servicemen, which
are in line with those laid down by the United States authorities’, were as follows:

(a) Special service - as defined by the Repatriation (Special Overseas Service) Act
1962 - for a minimum of 6 months duration, either continuous or aggregated, in
Vietnam with retrospective effect to 31st July 1962.

(b) ‘Special service’ in Vietnam of less than six months’ duration since 31st July
1962 if
(1) killed on active service or wounded in action and evacuated,’

(2) captured and later released or escaped.

Military Board Instruction 102-4 dated 23 December 1968
15. This is the instrument by which the Australian Military Board purported to set out
eligibility criteria for the RVCM for members of the Australian Army. The Instruction set

out the qualifying conditions as:

To qualify for the award a member must be allotted for ‘Special Service’ in
Vietnam as defined by MBI 216-1, and one of the following:

7 Government of the Republic of Vietnam Directive Nr HT.655-430, 1 September 1965.
8 Cable, London to Canberra, 24 June 1966, NAA: A3111, 1966/3374.
o Emphasis added by Tribunal.
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a. Must serve in Vietnam for a minimum period, either continuous or
aggregated, of 181 days from 31 Jul 62 inclusive to a future date,

b.  Have served in Vietnam for a period of less than 181 days from 31 Jul 62
inclusive to a future date if:

(1)  Killed on active service.
(2)  Wounded in action (i.e. classified as a Battle Casualty in a NOTICAS signal
vide MBI 38-1)."°

(3)  Captured and later released or escaped. !

16.  Military Board Instruction 38-1 provides guidance on administrative action for the
recording of casualties, injuries and illnesses and notification of next of kin. It is not specific
to the RVCM.

Tribunal inquiries

17. The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal has been the subject of two inquiries by
the Tribunal. Relevant to this application, the first inquiry, conducted between 2013 and 2014,
recommended, among other things, that Defence amend its interpretation of ‘wounded-in-
action’ to include psychological injury under the following conditions:

*  the injury would need to be incurred as a result of enemy action,

*  the injury would need to be noted on the member’s medical records at the
time; and

*  the casualty would need to be evacuated from the operational theatre as a
result of this particular injury.

18.  Together with accepting the above recommendation (with the exception of the word
‘medical’ in respect of the member’s records), Government issued a further direction to the
Tribunal to conduct another inquiry into the RVCM to seek further consideration and formal
advice as to the legality and practicalities of amending the eligibility criteria for this foreign
award.

19.  This second inquiry found, based on advice from the Australian Government Solicitor,
that the Australian Government does not have the legal authority to amend the eligibility
criteria in relation to the award of the RVCM, and made a subsequent recommendation that
those criteria not be amended, because the Australian Government does not have the legal
authority to do so. This recommendation was accepted.

Mr Lockrey’s application to the Tribunal

20.  In Mr Lockrey’s application to the Tribunal, he put forward the view that he would
‘fit the criteria’ of being wounded in action whilst serving in Vietnam. He described his
service at the Battle of Binh Ba from 6 to 8 June 1969. He also submitted that on 15 June
1969, at the village of Dat Do, his platoon was involved in a ‘severe mine incident’, with only

10 Emphasis added by Tribunal.
! Military Board Instruction 102-4 Medals — the Vietnamese Campaign Medal - dated 23 December 1968.
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six people from the platoon being fit to carry on as three had been killed in action and another
23 wounded.!? He explained that the remaining six stayed in the field that night and the next
morning had to check over the bodies of Viet Cong that had been killed by another platoon.

21.  Mr Lockrey went on to explain that after further operational service in Vietnam, he
proceeded on leave, arriving in Sydney on 12 July. Mr Lockrey submitted that after he arrived
in Australia he started to become aggressive to his wife and family, and that he decided to
walk in front of a slow moving car. While he only suffered minor injuries as a result of this
incident, his behaviour became more aggressive and violent, to the extent that he was
hospitalised and medicated with sodium amathol and Valium. He stated that the treating
psychiatrist, Dr Spragg, diagnosed him with Traumatic Neurosis (now classified as PTSD)
and informed him that he would not be returning to Vietnam.

22. Mr Lockrey submitted that he should be entitled to the RVCM, as, in is view, he was
wounded in action as a direct result of the actions of the enemy, and that absent this injury he
would have returned to Vietnam at the end of his R & R and completed his tour.

23.  Mr Lockrey’s application included a letter of support from his former platoon
commander, Mr Robert Fenwick, which confirmed Mr Lockrey’s operational service and that
of the platoon. Mr Fenwick explained that in less than four months of operations, D Company
had lost 10 killed in action, of a total of 25 from the total battalion over its tour.

24.  Mr Fenwick also criticised the lack of counselling and debriefing after the platoon had
returned from the field after Dat Do and other operational service, and indicated that
Mr Lockrey showed signs of unusual behaviour after the Battle of Binh Ba, and a few days
prior to the event at Dat Do.

25. Mr Fenwick put forward the view that there was no evidence to suggest that
Mr Lockrey experienced anything other than a spontaneous, involuntary and acute PTSD
episode which was triggered whilst on leave, but nonetheless caused by his service in
Vietnam.

26. Mr Lockrey’s application also included a statement of support from his former
Company Commander, Major General Murray Blake (Retd), who later served on the
Veterans’ Review Board. Major General Blake’s statement offered full support to
Mr Fenwick’s letter and offered further personal observations regarding the events of June
1969.

27.  Major General Blake explained that Mr Lockrey was ‘in the thick of it’ during the
intense battle at Binh Ba, and confirmed the arduous service of 12 Platoon during and after
the mine incident at Dat Do. Major General Blake described the next morning as the lowest
point of the tour, but afterwards, all tried to put on a brave face, keep as busy as possible, and
not show any sign of weakness or inability to be effective in the team. He went on to state
that over the years, he had come to realise that many of his men were suffering from PTSD
during the tour and could now attribute a number of seemingly irrational acts as being due to
PTSD symptomology. Major General Blake opined that Mr Lockrey’s PTSD symptomology

12 The Offical History of the Australian Army in the Vietham War states that only four of the 27 men of 12
Platoon remained unwounded from this engagement. See Ashley Ekins with Ian McNeill, Fighting to the
Finish, Allen & Unwin in association with the Australian War Memorial, 2012, p.187.
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manifested as early as June 1969, and that his return to Australia on R & R the following
month created ‘a vacuum in his life that allowed the symptoms to become dominant.’

The Defence Report

28.  Defence’s first written submission to the Tribunal, provided in response to
Mr Lockrey’s application for review, acknowledged the detailed situational information
provided by Mr Fenwick and Major General Blake. Defence conceded that Mr Lockrey's
circumstances may be considered unique in that he had every intention of returning to his unit
in Vietnam following a period of R & R, however, he could not do so due to his
hospitalisation, diagnosis and discharge.

29.  Defence did not dispute that Mr Lockrey's diagnosed traumatic neurosis was a result
of his involvement in combat. Critically, Defence agreed that his condition meets the
amended interpretation of wounded in action and that his condition was 'injury incurred as a
result of enemy action'. Defence also accepted that the circumstances resulting in the
diagnosis were such, that it was neither possible for him to have the details recorded at the
time of the enemy action nor be evacuated from the operational theatre. However, Defence
also submitted that it was those same circumstances that prevent Mr Lockrey from being
eligible for the RVCM as he did not meet either of those two provisions.

30. In conclusion, Defence stated that there was no doubt as to the extenuating
circumstances of Mr Lockrey’s case, however it also stated that it has a responsibility to assess
eligibility for service awards in accordance with the stipulated conditions for the award in
question. '

Mr Lockrey’s comments on the Defence Report

31.  In his comments on the Defence Report, Mr Lockrey described his circumstances as
anomalous, in that he is now classed as being wounded in action, but because of circumstances
beyond his control it is no longer possible for him to qualify according to Defence’s criteria.
Mr Lockrey also contended that his 7 days R & R and 22 days in hospital should count as
qualifying service for the RVCM.

32.  Mr Fenwick also noted Defence’s use of ‘unique’ and ‘extenuating’ in its description
of Mr Lockrey’s service, and that circumstances such as his had not been reasonably
considered by Defence and others in prescribing the criteria for the RVCM, and that those
criteria, as applied to those suffering psychological injuries, were unfair, even discriminatory,
when compared to those who had been ‘conventionally’ wounded. Mr Fenwick also put
forward the view that Mr Lockrey’s time spent in Australia on R & R and in hospital, should
count as qualifying service.

33.  Mr Fenwick made reference to the Tribunal’s consideration of Hoebee and the
Department of Defence,'* and in doing so, asked it to apply a similar approach, in that a
‘reasonable interpretation of the criteria’ for the award and ‘unique circumstances outside
Defence policy’ such as the reporting and diagnosis of Mr Lockrey’s psychological injury,
and his inability to return to Vietnam, fairly and justly satisfy the criteria as being met.

13 Letter, Ms Cole to the Tribunal, dated 19 March 2021.
4 Hoebee and the Department of Defence [2018] DHAAT 25.
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34.  Mr Lockrey also included a letter from his consulting psychiatrist, Dr Graham Altman,
which confirmed much of Mr Lockrey’s recorded medical history and opined that Mr Lockrey
was suffering from PTSD on return from Vietnam and that his subsequent discharge was due
to this condition.

Tribunal hearing

35.  Mr Lockrey was very ably represented at the Tribunal hearing by Mr Fenwick, who
argued Mr Lockrey’s special and unique circumstances and asked the Tribunal to apply a
reasonable interpretation of the eligibility criteria. Mr Fenwick further questioned whether, in
light of Mr Lockrey’s circumstances, ‘evacuation’ was a necessary prerequisite to qualifying
for the award.

36. The hearing primarily concerned whether Mr Lockrey satisfied an exception for
eligibility as set out in the Australian Instruments, namely in the Secretary’s Memorandum of
1966 and the associated MBI 102-4.

37. As will become apparent in these reasons, the Tribunal in due course found that the
Australian Instruments were unlawful to the extent they deviated from the eligibility criteria
laid down by the Vietnamese. However, at this juncture we include reference to these
documents to explain how the hearing unfolded and the submissions which were made. The
below chronology sets out facts not in dispute against the purported eligibility criteria set out
in the Australian Instruments as presented and discussed at hearing.

38. ‘In action’ — Vietnam. There was no dispute that Mr Lockrey was involved in a
number of deadly and bloody battles in Vietnam. The nature of these battles was set out in
detailed submissions from Mr Lockrey and Mr Fenwick. The battles have also been well
documented in the official histories and other publications.

39. Medical examination - Vietnam. At no time after the mine explosion did Mr Lockrey
return to Nui Dat for debriefing or grief counselling. He stayed in location. He was therefore
not classed as a ‘battle casualty’ and there was no notification of his injury via signal. He said
he was only returned to Nui Dat for a routine medical examination at the Regimental Aid Post
prior to going on scheduled R & R. There are no surviving records of this examination, if
indeed they ever existed.'

40.  Mr Lockrey only recalled being asked by medical staff if he had any transmittable or
venereal diseases. He was never asked about any problems with nightmares or mental health
issues he may have been experiencing. Mr Lockrey did not volunteer any information because

he never spoke of his issues to anyone at the time and he did not want to ‘let his mates down’.'®

41. Rest and Recreation leave - Australia. Mr Lockrey was not evacuated or repatriated
to Australia for medical reasons. As part of his service entitlement Mr Lockrey was entitled to
seven days R & R. He returned to Australia on Saturday 12 July 1969 in readiness for the
christening of his daughter the following day. Within four days of returning home, he would
be hospitalised with ‘traumatic neurosis’.

15 Letter from Mr Case, Pensions and Veterans, Lake Macquarie Vietnam Veterans to DH&A dated
14 September 2016.
16 Mr Lockrey’s Application to the Tribunal.
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42. On Sunday 13 July 1969 Mr Lockrey became aggressive and suffered a mental
breakdown. He left the church and ‘walked in front of a slow-moving car causing minor
damage’ to himself. The next two nights Mr Lockrey was violent to his wife whilst having
nightmares. His father in-law contacted Army Family Liaison for help.

43.  Medical treatment — Australia. Mr Fenwick submitted that service medical records
detail that on 16 July 1969 Mr Lockrey was admitted to 2 Military Hospital.!” He was seen
that night by Dr Spragg who diagnosed him with traumatic neurosis, which was noted as
manifesting after the mine explosion of 15 June 1969."® The records set out that Mr Lockrey
presented to hospital staff with:

“bad nerves”, with attacks of the shakes for two plus months since being involved in
a patrol in South Vietnam when platoon commander and two NCOs were killed in a
mine explosion — condition fluctuating since then until he was adjacent to another
mine explosion on 15 June 1969 when three comrades were killed and nineteen others
injured. Nerves worse since then — has not consulted with MO about it until it until
he came home on R & R leave (emphasis added by Tribunal) ”..."°

44.  Mr Lockrey was hospitalised for some 22 days, from 16 July 1969 to 6 August 1969.
He submitted that he was heavily medicated and sedated during this time and has little
recollection of it.

45.  Medical discharge - Australia. Mr Lockrey was told that he would not be returning
to Vietnam given Dr Spragg’s diagnosis. Medical Boards were undertaken on 25 July* and
20 August 1969 and Mr Lockrey was declared ‘medically unfit’. He was subsequently
recommended and approved for discharge on 19 September 1969 which took effect on
9 October 1969.%!

46. Mr Lockrey submitted that ‘but for’ his mental breakdown he would have returned to
Vietnam at the conclusion of his R & R leave.

47. Submissions were also made about qualifying service. While Mr Lockrey and
Mr Fenwick accepted that Mr Lockrey did not have the 181 days qualifying service required
for the RVCM, there was a dispute as to the number of days qualifying service rendered by
Mr Lockrey. (Defence submitted he had 147 days only). Mr Lockrey submitted that the seven
days on R & R and potentially the 22 days spent in hospital in Australia from 12 July 1969
should be counted as qualifying service for the RVCM. (This would make either 153 days or
176 days but still less than the required number of days).

17 Record of Service Van Hulst, Arnoldus Johanus (now Lockrey, Arnold John) 2790009.Clinical Notes
13 Ibid.

19 Ibid, In-patient case sheet.

20 Record of Service Dept Veterans® Affairs letter to Directorate Army Health Services —Application for
Repatriation Benefits.

2l Record of Service, Certificate of Discharge.
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Post hearing

48.  On 11 October 2021, further material and written submissions concerning the
operation of MBI 102-4 were provided by Defence subsequent to the hearing.?? Mr Lockrey
and Mr Fenwick provided their further submissions on that material on 18 October 2021.%

49.  After the exchange of these documents, Mr Lockrey continued to contend that he met
the eligibility criteria, in that he was ‘wounded in action’ but, according to Defence, he did
not meet the eligibility criteria as set out in the Australian Instruments. 2*

50. To date, the Australian Instruments had been applied by Defence and the Tribunal in
determining the eligibility criteria for the RVCM. Because the Australian Instruments set out
slight, but critically important, differences in the eligibility criteria, particularly around
medical evacuees,” the Tribunal decided to seek further advice from AGS regarding their
operation and validity. Together with seeking that advice, the Tribunal also sought to obtain
a copy of the Vietnamese instruments of 22 March 1966 and 8 October 1965 which, according
to the Vietnamese Order of 31 August 1966, amended the Vietnamese Directive of
1 September 1965.

The 2022 AGS Advice

51. On 16 May 2022, AGS provided the Tribunal with further advice on the eligibility
criteria for the RVCM, in particular the operation of the Australian Instruments and how
they apply to servicemen wounded in action during their service in Vietnam.

In summary, the AGS advice states:

e The eligibility criteria for the RVCM are specified in the September 1965 Directive,
as amended by the March 1966 Directive. Article 2 of the September 1965 Directive
relevantly provides that foreign military personnel are eligible for the RVCM if they
were ‘WIA (wounded in action)’during the Vietnam War.

e In AGS’ view, this is the relevant eligibility criterion which should be applied by
Australian decision-makers when assessing whether an ADF member qualifies for
the RVCM in circumstances where they sustained a casualty when taking part in
operations against the enemy. Due to the unique history and nature of the RVCM,
AGS does not think that the Australian Government has the power to amend this
eligibility criterion or to substitute a different eligibility criterion.

22 Letter, Ms Petrina Cole, Director DH&A to the Tribunal dated 11 October 2021.

2 Email, Mr Fenwick to Mr Lockrey forwarded to the Tribunal on 18 October 2021.

24 Instruction (Air Force) PERS 10-9 of 15 February 1983 relating to Air Force personnel (Al) and the 1970
Australian Navy Order (ANO) 516/70 relating to Naval personnel. (Attached).

25 Note the Army, Air Force and Navy Forces have interpreted the Vietnamese eligibility criteria beyond just
‘wounding in action’, ‘killed in action’ and ‘captured and later released or escaped’. Further, the Instructions
and Orders are slightly differently from each other. ‘“Wounding in action’ requires evacuation for Navy and
Air Force personnel and for Army a battle casualty requiring notification is required. Air Force also have a
specific definition for ‘wounded in action’. For Army personnel, the requirement to serve 6 months (182.5
days) has become ‘181 days’.
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e AGS is of the view that the Secretary’s 1966 Memorandum purports to introduce an
additional qualification, in that it requires that an ADF member must have been
evacuated from the theatre of operations as a result of being wounded in action.

e The evacuation qualification is not expressly included in the Vietnamese Directives,
nor does AGS think it can reasonably be inferred. It considers that the evacuation
qualification goes beyond merely interpreting the eligibility criteria in the
Vietnamese Directives and arguably involves the introduction of a new or amended
criterion.

e For this reason, AGS advises that if the Tribunal were to apply the evacuation
qualification in an inflexible manner, there is a risk a court would find that the
Tribunal has misinterpreted the relevant eligibility criteria set out in the Vietnamese
Directives, or that it has applied the wrong eligibility criteria.

The Vietnamese criteria — amending Directives

52.  After considerable searches through official and non-official channels, regrettably, the
Vietnamese directives of 22 March 1966 and 8 October 1965 could not be found. Obviously,
obtaining these documents is rendered all the more difficult given the fall of the Republic of
Vietnam in 1975. However the Tribunal was able to locate, in the online Vietnam War
Archive of the Texas Tech University, a copy of a United States Military Assistance
Command Vietnam honours and awards file which includes a copy of the amended Directive
for the RVCM which, critically, makes reference to the 22 March 1966 and 8 October 1965
amendments. Relevantly, the amended Article 2 states:

Article 2: Military personnel who do not have the length of service required in
Article 1 of this Directive but fall in one of the following conditions are also eligible
for a Campaign Medal award:

“-Wounded by the enemy (military actions connected wound)

The conditions specified in this Article must have come to pass in war time”

53. A copy of this file, together with a 1972 Vietnamese Directive on RVNAF awards to
foreign personnel, and a copy of the corresponding US Army Regulation on the RVCM, were
provided to the applicant and to Defence for comment, along with the AGS advice.
Mr Fenwick on behalf of Mr Lockrey?® and Defence?’ provided submissions in relation to the
AGS advice and its implications for Lockrey’s case.

54. This research and the obtaining of AGS advice resulted in considerable delay in
handing down our decision and reasons.

26 Letter, Mr Fenwick on behalf of Mr Lockrey dated 23 May 2022.
27 Letter, Mr Ian Heldon, Director Honours and Awards, Directorate of Honours and Awards, Department of
Defence of 28 June 2022.
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Eligibility criteria for the RVCM

55.  In considering any application for review, the Tribunal is bound by the relevant
eligibility criteria for a particular honour or award: s110VB(6) of the Defence Act 1903. In
that regard, the Tribunal has no discretion. With this in mind, it is critical that the correct
eligibility criteria are identified, and applied.

56. To date, the Tribunal and Defence have applied the Australian Instruments as being
the authoritative documents which set out the conditions for the award of the RVCM to
members of the Australian forces. Until now, the Tribunal has generally proceeded on the
basis that the Vietnamese Directives are not exclusively binding on Australian decision
makers but provided assistance if there is ambiguity or uncertainty with the Australian
Instruments by Army, Navy and Air Force.

Source documents

57.  From the documents sourced during the Tribunal’s research, the Tribunal was able to
ascertain that on 31 August 1966, the Chief of the Joint General Staff of the RVNAF made
orders awarding the RVCM to all Australian military personnel eligible for the award under
the terms prescribed in 1 September 1965 Directive. This Directive was amended by the
Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces Directive of 22 March 1966 and a Memorandum of
8 October 1965.28

Observations concerning the Vietnamese Directives

58. Neither the original Vietnamese Directive, or the recently located amended version
refer to the need for ‘evacuation’ as part of the exceptions for qualification for the award.

59. We know that Australian and, for at least some time, US authorities, both interpreted
the qualifications for the award for those wounded in action as involving the additional need
for evacuation.?® It is however not clear how this additional requirement came into being for
either country. It does not come from the Vietnamese Directives and we do not have the
amending memoranda of 1965 and 1966 to determine if it came from either of those
documents. But, given we now have an amended version, clearly made in reference to those
documents, we are not willing to infer that they stipulated evacuation.

60.  We can only speculate that the additional evacuation requirement may have been
inserted for ease of identifying those personnel who were not able to complete their service
as a result of being wounded in action. However, as this review has shown, such additional
criteria would be insufficient for that purpose given it does not provide coverage for those

28 Whilst this document was referred to by the Tribunal’s 2013 inquiry as being accessed, the Tribunal
Secretariat could not confirm that this was indeed the case.

2 0n 13 July 1966, vide Cable 882, the Australian Embassy in Saigon reported, among other things, that the
United States Department of Defence has interpreted qualifications for the award as follows:

(B) If killed on active service or wounded in action and evacuated before completion of six months
service”.
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who were wounded in action, left Vietnam for other reasons, and found themselves unable to
return to the theatre of war as planned, solely due to their ‘military actions connected wound’.

The relevant Articles of the Vietnamese Directives
61. We set out the relevant Articles of the Directives below:
Vietnamese Directive of 1 September 1965

62.  Article 1 of the original Vietnamese Directive of 01 September 1965 stated that
military personnel of the Vietnamese Armed Forces (RVNAF) with 12 months service in
the field during wartime ‘may claim’ for the award.

63.  Article 2 stipulated that:

“The RVNAF personnel who don’t possess the eligibilities prescribed in Art. 1, but
happen to be under one of the following circumstances, are qualified for Campaign
Medal award:

- WIA (wounded in action)

- captured in action by enemies or missing while performing his missions, but
released later, or an escape has taken place.

- KIA or die while performing a mission entrusted.

The above anticipated cases must take place during the war.

64. Article 3 stated:

“Allied soldiers assigned to the Republic of Vietnam after 6 months in war time
with mission to assist the Vietnamese Government and the RVNAF to fight against
armed enemies are eligible for Campaign Medal decorations; they would be
awarded with Campaign Medal under conditions anticipated in Article 2 of this
Directive.”

The Amended Vietnamese Directive
65.  Article 2 was amended to:
“Military personnel who do not have the length of service required in Article 1 of
this Directive but fall in one of the following conditions are also eligible for a

Campaign Medal Award:

- Wounded by the enemy (military actions connected wound)

- Captured by the enemy during actions or in line of duty, but later rescued or
released.

- Killed in action or in line of duty

The conditions specified in this Article must have come to pass in war time”
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Foreign authorities will determine eligibility of their personnel for this award.
66. A new Article 3 was substituted:

“Foreign military personnel serving in South Vietnam for six months during
wartime and those serving outside the geographic limits of South Vietnam and
contributing direct combat support to the RVNAF for six months in their struggle
against an armed enemy will also be eligible for the award of the Campaign
Medal.”

Summarising the Vietnamese Directives

67.  The eligibility criteria as set out in the Vietnamese Directives, can be summarised as
follows:

Australian naval and military personnel will be eligible if:

- they have served six months in South Vietnam; or outside the geographic limits of
South Vietnam providing direct combat support to the RVNAF.

or if they fall within an exception to the above, by being:

- ‘wounded in action, by way of ‘a military actions connected wound’, or

- captured by the enemy during actions or in (the) line of duty, but later rescued or
released; or

- killed in action or in (the) line of duty

The above conditions must have occurred in wartime.

68.  As stated, there is no reference to the need to be evacuated in either the original or
amended Vietnamese Directives.

The Australian Instruments
69. The Australian Instruments differ from the Vietnamese Directives above, in that they
interpret ‘wounding by the enemy’ or ‘wounding in action’ to include the additional
requirement for ‘evacuation’.
Memorandum from the Secretary of 16 September 1966.*°
71. The Secretary’s Memorandum of 1966 sets out;
(a) Special service — as defined by the Repatriation (Special Overseas Service) Act 1962

— for a minimum of six months duration, either continuous or aggregated, in Vietnam
with retrospective effect to 315 July 1962.

30 The Secretary stated the conditions for the grant of the award to Australian servicemen, ‘which are in line
with those laid down by the United States authorities’.
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(b) ‘Special service’ in Vietnam of less than six months duration since 31% July 1962 if

(1) killed on active service or wounded in action and evacuated (emphasis added by
Tribunal),
(2) captured and later released or escaped.®!

Applicant’s submissions on eligibility criteria to be used

72. Mr Lockrey, submitted via Mr Fenwick that the Tribunal should use the criteria as set
out by the Vietnamese Directives and not the Australian Instruments which require the
additional step of evacuation. Given Mr Lockrey’s unique circumstances, this would lead to a
most unfair result. In short, Mr Lockrey contended the Tribunal should adopt the advice of the
AGS and find in his favour.

Defence Submissions on eligibility criteria to be used

73. Initial submissions. Defence submitted that the Vietnamese Directives and the
Australian Instruments were required to be read ‘conjointly’ to understand the eligibility
criteria. Defence stated that Mr Lockrey had not served the required number of days and that
days spent on R & R and thereafter could not rightfully be considered. Further, Defence stated
that there was no discretion to consider ‘special circumstances’ notwithstanding that all the
documents were written at a time before modern-day knowledge of PTSD and its latent
affects. Defence observed there had been instances of servicemen who had nervous
breakdowns and were ‘wounded in action’ during their Vietnam service and had been duly
evacuated and recorded so as a result. Defence explained that it was only these cases which
fell within the eligibility criteria.

74. Defence accepted that psychological injury could be a wounding and that Mr
Lockrey’s wounding resulted from combat action whilst in Vietnam. Critically, Defence
agreed he had been wounded in action. Defence observed that this was both ‘incurred as a
result of enemy action’ and clearly noted on Defence records post his return home on R & R.
Defence accepted that while Mr Lockrey could be considered ‘wounded in action’ on the
evidence, he had not been evacuated as further required by the Australian Instruments. As a
result, he was considered ineligible for the RVCM.*

75. Subsequent submissions. However, after receiving the AGS advice Defence changed
its position. Defence accepted that the AGS advice is clear concerning the qualifications set
out in the Secretary’s 1966 Memorandum and the accompanying Australian Instruments.
Defence accepted that it is the criteria as set out in the Vietnamese Directives which are be to
applied. * This being the case, and without the requirement for notification of evacuation, the
Tribunal extrapolates that Defence concedes that in the particular circumstances of
Mr Lockrey he fulfils the eligibility criteria for the RVCM as he was ‘wounded in action’.

31 Military Board Instruction 102-4 dated 23 December 1968.

32 Letter, Ms Cole to the Tribunal, dated 19 March 2021.

33 Letter, Mr Ian Heldon, Director Honours and Awards, Directorate of Honours and Awards, Department of
Defence of 28 June 2022.
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TRIBUNAL CONSIDERATION

76.  We considered first whether the eligibility criteria to be applied were the Vietnamese
Directives, the Australian Instruments, or some amalgam of the two. We then considered
Mr Lockrey’s facts and circumstances against what we determined to be the correct criteria.

Eligibility criteria

77. The RVCM is a foreign medal. Due to the unique history and nature of the RVCM it
has been the consistent advice of AGS** that the Australian Government does not have the
power to amend the eligibility criteria or substitute different eligibility criteria. We find that
this includes interpreting the criteria in a more restrictive manner, such as the additional
requirement for those wounded in action to have been evacuated.

78.  As the evacuation requirement is not expressly included in either the original or
amended Vietnamese Directives we find, consistent with the advice from AGS, that
requirement cannot reasonably be inferred.

79.  Therefore, to the extent the various Australian Instruments adopt different
requirements from the Vietnamese Directives, we disregard those requirements. Insofar as
this review is concerned, this includes the requirement for evacuation as set out in
MBI 102-4.3  We also disregard the parts of MBI 102-4 which include the need for
notification as a battle casualty and any requirement for a member’s illness to have been
recorded or notified in a particular manner at the time as stipulated in various instructions.

Does Mr Lockrey fall within an exception to the eligibility criteria?

80. We find that Mr Lockrey did not serve the required six months qualifying service as
acknowledged by him. We then looked to see whether any exclusion applied within the
Vietnamese Directives.

81. Mr Lockrey was not killed or captured. But was he wounded by the enemy as a result
of a ‘military actions connected wound’?

82. As a preliminary observation, we find the phrase ‘wounded by the enemy (military
actions connected wound)’ to be synonymous with simpler phrase — ‘wounded in action’.
‘Wounded by the enemy (military actions connected wound) has perhaps even broader
application than ‘wounded in action’. This is because a wounding may manifest itself after
the action has concluded but still be connected to earlier military action. This distinction
probably matters not, noting that ‘wounding in action’ has been more recently broadly
interpreted to cover wounding subsequent to the ‘action’. We therefore find that these
phrases can be used interchangeably.

83. Consistent with the broad meaning given to ‘wounded in action’, we note the
Tribunal in the 2014 Report of the Inquiry into Eligibility for the Republic of Vietnam
Campaign Medal recommended that ‘wounded in action’ could be interpreted to include
‘psychological injury’. We are also of the view that measure of discretion can be applied to

34 See AGS advices of 3 February 2015 and 16 May 2022.
35 We note that there are other Australian Instruments (attached) that have hitherto been applied to determine
eligibility of RAN and RAAF personnel.
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the interpretation of phrases, such as ‘wounding in action’, as was done by the Tribunal in a
recent decision in Hoebee® in respect of a member who could not complete his service in
Vietnam due to a Hepatitis A infection, acquired as a result of his service in Vietnam.

84.  However, we find that Mr Lockrey was wounded in action. Our reasons are as
follows:

e we firstly find that Mr Lockrey suffered a wounding, namely ‘traumatic neurosis’,
now classified as PTSD;*’

e secondly, we find that he was ‘wounded by the enemy’. This is because Dr Spragg
clearly linked the triggering of Mr Lockrey’s condition to the trauma he suffered in
the mine explosions in Vietnam. The hospital staff notes of 16 June 1969 confirm that
Mr Lockrey reported his ‘bad nerves’ from when he was in action, in particular the
mine explosion at Dat Do;

e thirdly, we find that his ‘wounding by the enemy’ was incurred ‘in action’ and clearly
has a military connection.

e finally, it occurred during ‘war time’, that is, in Vietnam but manifested itself shortly
thereafter in Australia. To us, there is a clear military connection to his PTSD.

85.  We also observe that Defence has submitted that Mr Lockrey was wounded in action
and that his injury was incurred as a result of enemy action.

86.  For these reasons the Tribunal considers Mr Lockrey’s service to falls within the one
of the exceptions to the eligibility criteria.

Concluding remarks

87. We firstly take this opportunity to acknowledge Mr Lockrey’s significant
commitment and contribution through his service as a National Serviceman, including his
active service, and the significant adverse consequences which led to his discharge. We also
acknowledge Mr Fenwick’s worthy service to his country and representation of Mr Lockrey.

87. But we also note the wider implications of this decision. This is departure from the
eligibility criteria applied by Defence and the Tribunal in the past. The implications of this
decision have equal application to Navy and Air Force personnel as to Army. It is for these
reasons we also make the recommendation below.

DECISION
The Tribunal

(a) sets aside the decision of the Directorate of Honours and Awards of the Department
of Defence that Mr Arnold Lockrey is not eligible for the award of the Republic of
Vietnam Campaign Medal and substitutes its decision that he be recommended for
the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal.

36 Hoebee and the Department of Defence [2018] DHAAT 25.
37 Mr Lockrey continues to suffer from PTSD as confirmed by Dr Altman.
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(b) pursuant to section 110VB(3) of Defence Act, and consistent with the rationale of
the above decision, recommends to the Minister that the Department of Defence be
directed to consider whether there are any other Vietnam veterans that should
similarly be recommended for the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal.
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ATTACHMENTS
VIETNAMESE DOCUMENTS

Vietnamese Directive of 1 September 1965
Vietnamese Directive (as amended)
Vietnamese Order of 31 August 1966

AUSTRALIAN INSTRUMENTS
Secretary’s Memorandum of 16 September 1966
Military Board Instruction 102-4 dated 23 December 1968

Australian Navy Order (ANO) 516/ 70, Vietnamese Campaign Medal Award for Service
in South Vietnam

Defence Instruction (Air Force) PERS 10-9, The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal,
15 February 198338

38 Which replaced Air Instruction 5/30 Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal Award for Service in South
Vietnam between 31 July 1962, a date to be determined, issued no. 127,21 December 1966
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. JOINT GaNERAL STAPP
DIRECTIYVE REPUSLIC GP VIATNAM ARMED PORCES

Pertaining to awarding of
Campaign Medal. DECORATION COFFICE

HT. 655 - 430

Reference to Decrec MNo. 149/SL/CT dated May 12, 1964 creating
"Campaizn Medal"

Decree No. 332/QL dated Nov 11, 1964 prescribing
the decoration awardirg authority.

g

This directive has a purpose to prescribe the eligibilities
suthorities, and procedurcs for awarding Campaign Medal.

The directive consists of 4 chaptors:

~ Chapter 1 : Eligibilities
-~ Chapter 2 : Authorities
- Chapter 3 : Procedures

- Chapter 4 : Miscelleneous

CHAPTER I : ELIGIBILITIES

Article 1 : All military personnel of the RVNAF who
have 12 month service in the field during var time, may cloim
for Cempaign Medal award,

article 2 : The RVNAF personncl, who don't possess the
eligibilities prescibed in i4rt.1, but happen to be under one of
the following circumstancos, are qunlified for Cempaign Medal
aword:

- WIi {wounded in action)

- Captured in action by enemies or missing while
performing his missions, but rezlecsed laler, or an escape has
taken place. '

- KIA or die while performing » mission entrusted.

The above anticiveted coses must take place during the
war, ‘

Article 3 : Allied soldiers ossignod to the Republic
of Vietnam after 6 months in war time vith mission to assist the
Vietnamese Government and the RVHAP to fight against armed
enemies, are eligible for Campaign Medal decorations; thay would
be awarded with Campaign Medal under conditions anticipated in
Article 2 of this Directive,

CBAPTSR 2 : AW ADING JAUTHORITIES
frticle 4 : The Chief of Joint General Staff of the
Republic of Vietnam irmed Forces is oauthorized to issue Campaign
Medal awarding decision to e~ll eligible military personnel.

Article §.§ If need bo, the Chizf of Joint Ganeral Staff of
the RVNAP moy delegete awarding authority to his subordinate
troop commoandants. ot

g0 e 1 LR ]




. article & : The Chief of Joint Genersal Stalf of tho
R~i\P has to confor with various friandly countries before
avarding Cempcign Medzl to the troops of respectivo nntions.

Campaign Medal awarding decision can only be mads when
an agrcement between the host govermment and the respective
govornmont has been reached on prescribed principles.

In casc troops from a friendly country perticipate in
the Vietnam conflict in great numbers, the Chief of Joint Goneral
Staff of the RVNAP may issue a Campaign Medal general awarding
decision for these troops.

avarding procedures applied for each individual who
possesses approvriate eligibilities will be accordingly mado by
various military authorities from tho respective country.

CHAPTER 3 : PEOCEDURES

Article 7 : Campaign Medal is awarded according to unit
commander's proposal.

Article 8 : Campeign ifedal award proposal is mede by
using onme of these two following forms:

- One form used for military personnel having requirements
prescribed in Art. 1.

- Another form used for military psrsonnel possessing
requirements prescribed in Article 2,

Article 9 : Recommendations arc made moathly and
forwarded to respective awarding authoritios through channel
by using either forms as prescribed in Article 8.

Military personnael proposed for decorations must possess
all prescribed eligibilities as of ~ the last day of the
preceding month.

Ezch recommendation must c¢ontain unit commander's
signature cnd tho signature of the YNCO who administers the
military personnel's records.

Article 10 : All rocommendations estoblished for eligible
militery personnel =s preseribed in article 2 of this Directive
must be supported by following documents:

- & copy of awarding decision of the Order of Purple
Hoart.

- A copy of unit commander's report concerning
circumstances reclating to imprisonments, escapes or releases made
by enemiecs.

- 4 copy of death certificate if the respective soldier
wes killed in action or dio as the nature of his mission dictated.

Article 11 : Allied soldiers who have all conditions
required will be rccommended for Cempaign Medal awarding as .
mentioned in Articles 7, 8 and 9 or particularly required by Article
8 of this note.

48 to allied soldiors eligible for decorations as
required by .rticle 2 of this Directive, the rocommendations do
not need supporting documents as prescribed in .rtieclo 10,

Compaign Medal awarding recommendations for eligible
allied soldiers will be formed by vysrious respective friondly
countries and submitted directly to JGS/RVNaF.




\

: Ait;g;g 1% : Upon reception of recommendztions,
afarding authority bogins to conduct & study for each rucommendation,

discards the recommendations which do not meet requirements as
presaribed as in Article 2 of this Diroctive, issues avarding
decisions for those who possess all prescribed roequirements, and
roturns approved recommendstions to original units vith awarding
decisions attached hereto for filling in the rocipiont's rocords.

Article 13 : The recipients may woar the medal upon his
formal reception of awarding ducision.

Premature and unofricisl awardings subject to finmal
certifications shall not be¢ approved.

ﬁgi%glg_li t All military personnel eligible for Campaign
Madal Docoretions who have not buen awarded, may claim for their
rights by submitting demnnds to their respective suthoritics
through eappropriate channols.

CHAPTER 4 : MISCELL.NEOQUS

article 15 : Campaign Modal decorations may be awarded to
military personnel in differont wars.

Article 16 : Each soldior can be awardod one time in each
war [ ]

Article 17 : BEach period of war has a different annual
inscription cluster which shows tho yeer in which the war tokes
place and thet in which the war ends.

Article 18 : Annual inscription is engraved in relief
on & rectengular cluster. The cluster is obliquely pinnod eithor
on tho clotk with pendant or on the ribbon w/o pendant.

article 19 : The Chier Joint Genercl Steff of the RVNAF
preseribes the lengths of time which will bo cealled periods of
wartime,

firtiele 20 : Militory personnel aligiblo for decorations
will bo offored a ribbon of Campeign Medrl w/o pondant.

Ribbons with pendant will be procured by the rzeipients
themselves.

articlo 21 : Campaigu Medal is awarded w/o certificate,

Article 22 : Under no circumstance should the Campaign
ribboas awarded in a ceremony; upon reception of the awarding
decisions the Campei-n Medel is automatically worn by the
recipionts w/o furthcr orders.

Article 23 : Campaign Model conformation and methods
applied for medal wearing will be prescribed by & Ddirective the
issuanco of which will bg coming soox.

iArticle 24 : This Diractiva will tske retroactive effect
starting from March 8 1949 and the same time rescind or replace
Directive Mo. HT. 655/430 doted Junc 23rd 1965.

Soigon Suptember 1 19€5
Fajor-Genoral LGUIZN-AUU-CO

Chief of Joirnt Sencral Stz=ff of the
Repubdlie of Viutaza irmed Forces

{signod and socled)




Attachment B

EXCERPI'S FROM REFUBLIC OF VIETNAM ARVMED FORCES ORDER NUMBER ha,
‘ DIRECTIVE 1T 655 430, AND MEMORANDUM NO. 2655 -

g

S

i n::y‘l.lb.i.;.t.. “-f_v - -' ' ' -
" 'Vietnnm'Compoign’ Medal' with device [ 1960« j 18 awarded to all -

Colano 131|8 17 (L‘ncl 1)
I ,_ ‘- ' Jun 20, 66

; ‘C_n'?ifl- —

.7 US military personnel eligible as prescribed in Republic of Vietnam
.. “Armed Forces Directive Nr. HD-655-430 dated 1 September 1965, as -
‘. changed by nmendment dated 22 March 1966, and Republic of Vietnam

~ Armed Forces Memorsndum Nr. 2655/TTM/VP/PCP/3 dated 8 October 1965,

-Joint General Btaff Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces."

'"ARTICLF 2- Eligibility of individuals for the uward +will be de- -

. termined Dy US authorities and will be recorded in the personnel
record of eligible personnel in accordance with procedures currently -
‘being applied by US Forces. No action 1s required by RVNAF authori-.

ties other then that outlined in Article 4 of this order."

 ."an1CLE 3: The precedence and ‘menner of wearing the ‘Vietnam Cam~

paign Medal' by us military personnel will be determined by US

'authoritica.

- "mmm lm The J'oint Gencra.l Sta.ff, HVNAF, is respomaible for pro- N
- viding the ribbons ‘of the Vietnam Cempsign Medal for US personnel

who ar¢ awarded this medal. A dulk allocation of ribhons will be

furnished the United States Military Assistance Command, Vietnsm, on

a ‘quarterly basis for this purpose. US outhorities will determine
quarterly requlrements nnd advise the Joint General Staff, RVNAF, of
‘their needs. “ ‘ . .

f
Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces Directive HT 655-130. (amended):
- "Article 2: Milltary personnel who do not have the length of sery-
1ce requiréa In"Article 17of this Directive but fall in one of the

TT*IIOUing conditions are also eligible ;ﬂr a Compalgn Medal avards

. wounaed by the enemny (muimry actiom; connected mund)

5 r—— P e AR A Y - & p - ket ¥ . b s M 1) S W g

"- Captured by the enemy during actiona or in 1ine of duty,
but later rescued or released.

f T

h. Killed in action or in line of duty.

e —

"The conditions npecified in this Article must hnve come _to pass in

vur time

"Article B'Ineﬁ): Forelgn military personnel sexrving in South Viet-

em for 6 months duxing wortime and thoge serving outside the geo-

graphic limits of Jouth Vi and contributing direct combat support to

the RVNAF for 6 months L their strueple apainst an armed enemy,

will also be eligivle for tne svard of the Campalgn Medal, Foreiga

authorities will deteruine eligibllity of their personnel for thia




©1348.17 (Emel'1) ' -
' a.Tun-QO,‘,-ﬁﬁ' o

|  mwanl,Forelgn military personnel are also entitled to the dvard |
under the special conditions provided for in Article 2 of this- '

e —— e s

P e .

Blvecuive." T

T " "Article 20: (Tne ‘avard receiver will be’ issued a'bar of'the: Came
' - padgn Medal. . The: complete medal will be procured by the receiver -
- from the market." i e o : S

~ C. Republic of Vietnan Armed Forces Memovandum Nuzber 2655:

st Wartime is not absolutely considered and hased from the date since .

- . the war situntion has been’announced throughout the country. But .
the period of war .can be counted from the date that mllitary ection.. ..
has taken place to fight armed enemles over the country. L

"From the formation of the Armed Forces to.the present, the .
gtruggle sgainat Communism 1g divided into two periods which are
temporarily considered as Period 1 and Period 2. : -

M- Period 1: 8 Mar L9 < 20 Jul 54
"~ Perlod 2: -1 Jan 60 - the end of wars
"Bacause of iii'he' reasons m::nti_oned above, perno;mel'who are awvarded J \
the Campaign Medal for the lgt Period, will have a device as
pinned on the ribbon of the medal. Those who are eligible for the -
2d Period will have a device as /1860~ / pinned on the suspdnsion
ribbon of the medal or /B0- /7 pinned on the ribbon bar of the medsl
- (the last year of period 2 will be determined when the war is over), -

"Those who are credited for both periods L aud 2 will have Both de-
vices pinned on the ribbon or suspension ribbon the medal." ‘

r r

- h | . ' ' . [

"Deacription S o ;

*.I'T]::e.- Camp&ign Medsl, con.siétu ofs T .

"I. The Medal: Gold Plated, 1} m/m thick, w/2 stars, one over.
laid on the other; each star is composed of 6 points. The star above
hag o ddameter of 42 m/m, the points are vhite-enamelled in relief, _
14 n/m Long v/gold border which is 1 m/m wide. .The star underneath . .-
nag a diametef of 37 m/m; the points ere carved in relief, gold - -

. plated, 7 m/m long with many mmell bress angles directed toward the

© ~~. center of the medal. In the center of the medal & round frame is -
shown with & aiameter of 18 m, m with a gold border whieh 1g 2 m/m
¥ide. The inside of this frams s green with the outline of the , )
Vietnomese country of gold pleted and a red £leme v/3 rays upright N )




Lo ' "On the reverse of th.e mednl, 2 vords \FIET-HM{ and 2 wordn CAM-
L o PAIGH MEDAL bave been ca.rwd in.

A ' y 13l+8 17 ([}ncl 1) \
. C) v et ptedun 20 6 .
} .. .. * e W ) ” - ’

.Ln

ringn and. a am.l.l cylindrica.'l. ring

wIT. The Sunpcnnicm- 37 w/n large, 50 m/m long with T stxipea; the
tm utripan near the borders (each 91de) of this suspension are green
+h 2 m/m of vidth, then two white stripes (ome ateach slde) of 5% m/m
wide, closed to these white stripes are 2 green stripes of 8 m/m of width
and o Vhite stripe of 6 m{m wide in the center. o

MTTI. ‘The Devige: o |
' ‘M"a, On the Suspension: M..'Etﬁ, ail\rer plabcd. 1/2 m/m thick,”
rectanguler, 20 w/m long, 5 n/m wide end at the two extremitles of this -

devide sre the outline of the two small arrovw's bottoma. The border of
this device is ca.md. in mlief denoting the period of war, For ejxnmple:

. Y19h9=5h" .

- _ : “‘b. ,On the Ribbon-' Similar -b,hat of pmned onr the ous~
‘- .pension but pmller, 1O m/m of length, 345 m/m of width. . 'I‘he device .‘Juut
Lo denoten b d;.LgitB- '1+9-51} ' or ‘60 't

o -
) .
-
: .
+
‘ -
' . R
1
-
L]
; .
£
) .
. i
. “' )
é
vhi .
- —
.
A
K"-_I/ 3 .
N . I
Ca . . o . ’
~ e o - I Pl g .= s
i o B “ vy ¥ ’. -'b. ) R N
5 P o AU
1 . Y + '
" 1] . 1‘-‘ T . N .-." "y '



oy

Distribution : Royal Australian Armed
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Tg"-; ' REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

. ' MINISTRY OF DEFENSE

' o JOINT GENERAL STAFF
CHIEF OF JOINT GENERAL STAFF RVHAF

ADJUTANT GELERAL
é ; -
Nr: 183 /TTM/Q/CDBT

Republic of Vietnam Armed Forcos

- REFERENCES :

- Decree Nr 149-SL/CT dated 12 May 1964 establishing ths
"Wietnam Campaign Medal',

- Directive Nr HT-655-430 dated 1 September 1965 outlining
criteria and procedures for the award of the 'Vietnam Campaign
Medal!, )

— Memorandun Mr 2695/TTA/VP/PCP/3 dated 8 October 1965
prescribing the limitation of authority for the award of the
iWietnam Campaign Medal!', o

O RDER S5:

* ARTICLE 1.- The 'Vietnam Campaign Medal! with device
awarded to all Royal Australian military person-
e as prescribed in Directive Nr HT-655-430 dated 1 Sep-

@r 1965 as changed by amendment dated 22 March 1966, and Hemo-
randum Nr 2655-TT/VE/PCP/3 dated 8 October 1965, Joint General
Staff Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces.

ARTICLE 2,-.Eligibility of individuals for the award will
be determined by_hdya.l Australian authorities and will be recorded
in the persornel record.of eligible personmel in accordance with
procedures currently being applied by Royal Australian Forces. No
action is required by RVNAF autnorities other than that outlincd
in Article 4 of this order.

LR ARTICLE 3,- Thé precedence and manner of wearing the 'Wiot-
nAfi Campaign Medal' by Royal iustralian military personnel will be
determined by Royal Australian authorities.

ARTICLE 4, - The Joint Ceneral Staff, RViiF, is responsiblc
for providing the ribbons of the 7ietnam Campaign Medal for Royal
iustralian personnel who arc avarded this medal. A bulk allocation
of ribbons will be furnishcd the Royal Australian Contingents in
Vietnan Headquarters, on a quartely basis for this purpose. Koyel
hustralian authorities will dctermine quarterly requirements and
advice the Joint General Staff, RVNAF, of their nceds./.

SAIGON, August 31, 1966

Licutenant General CAO-VKN-VIEN
Chicf of the Joint General Staff, RVEAF

L )

Forces in Vietnam, HQS, %~
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M:MORANDUM POR 1@

The Secretary, 16 SEP 1968
Devartment of the irymy,
CANBERRA. ++» AdC.T.

The Seerstary,
Department of Air,

a6 ‘.c'?.
The Seerstary,

LN ACCIT-

Departaent . of the Navy,
CANDERRS.

VIETRAMESE C

As aamounced by the Prime Minister, membera of
th- Auatralian foreces vho comply with the conditions laid
down by the Vietnamese authorities may gqualify for the
Campaign Medal issued by the Vietnamese Government for
service in the Vigtnam wvar.

2. A vopy of & Direstive dcted t1st September, 1963
izsued by the Yistnamese Department of National Defense

on the institution of the Cumpaign Medal is attached. Artiecle

Three of the Directive was subsequently amended on 22nd “Yarch
1966 and now reads oas folleowas -

=
* marticle Twree ¢ Foreign military persomnel serving
in South Vietmam for six months during wartice and those
serving outside the geographic lioits of Somth Vietnam and
contriiuting direet cembat support to the HRV:AF for six
mouths in theldr struggle against sn armed enemy will also
be aligible for the award of the Campaign Medal.

Foreign authorities will dete:mine eligibility of
their personcel for this award. Foreign military perszonnel

are also entitled to this awnrd under the apeeicl conditions

provided for in article two of this Directive.”

3. This smendment was specifically requeated by the

Attachment D

Uoited States authorities to cover those Uuitad States service-
men in the Seventh Fleet, Thailand and Guam, who are participating

ir the present conflict. The United States interpretation of
this amendment is that it covers all members of the Seventh
Fleet serviung in waters off the ocoast of Vietnam, as well as
the airerews of alrcraft operating ocut of Thallmand and Suanm.
The Axericans do not interpret the amendment to cover ground
support staff in Thailand and Guam,

4. Our interpretation is the sace as that of the
United States. At present no Austrelians scrving with
Australiasn mits outside the Vietnamese theatre would be cl-
igible for the avard.

vesl2
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S. The eonditions for the grant ef the avard of the
Yietnamese Campaign Medal to Australisn servicemen, wvhich are
in line with those laid down by the United States authorities,
are as follovs 3-

(a) "Bpeeial service” (as defined by the Repatriation
(Special Overseax Service) Act) of a minimum of
6 months duration, either continucur or aggregated,
in Vietnam with retrospective effect to 3=t

July, 1962

(b) "Spesial service™ in Vietnam of less than six
months' duration since 3tst July 1962 if

(1) * killed on active mervice or wounded
in action and evacuated,

(41) eaptured and later released or escaped.

6. Ho proevizion, such as that provided for in Eritish
canpaign medals, is made for the avard to be granted immediately
40 persomnel awarded a decoration for gallantry or bravery

in aetion prior t¢ eompletion of the minimum qualifying period.

7. Arrangementis are being msde with the Vietnamese
suthorities foxr the Cammander, Australian Force Vietnam or
his Deputy to be delegated authority to determine the gramt
of the avard to msmbers of the Australian Task Forse. The
New Zealand suthorities will be asked if they wish to agree
vith this procedure in respect of the award of the Vietnameae
Canpaign Medal to mezbers of their element of the Task Force.

B Arrangements are also being made with the Vietnamase
authorities for a bulk allocation of medal riibbons to be furnished
to the Commander, Australian Force Vietnam with replenishments

of stocks at grearterly intervals.

9. The question of a bulk alloeatiom of medals will
also be taken up with the Vietnamese aunthorities.
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- " Attachment E

RESTRICTED
MBI 102-4
23 DEC 68
MEDALS - THE VIETNAMESE CAMPAIGN MEDAL
1, The Government of the Republic of Vietnam has issued a Campaign

Medal for service inthe Vietnam War. Her Majestyﬁle Queen has been graciously T
pleased to grant unrestricted permission for the acceptance and wearing of the
Vietnamese Campaign Medal by eligible members of the Australian Military
Forces and accredited Philanthropic Organizations.

Description
2, The medal is a gold and white enamelled star with a green, red and

gold centre motif. The medal is classified as a Forelgn Medal and is therefore
worn last and, if with other Foreign Medals, is won in order of date of award.

3. The medal ribbon to be worn is one and three eighths inches in width,
green in colour with three vertical white stripes.

4, The device known as the annual cluster is to be worn on the ribbon of
the Vietnamese Campaign Medal. When the ribbon and medal are worn the large
annual cluster showing the date "1960 -" is to be worn, When the ribbon is worn
alone the small annual cluster showing the date "60-" is to be worn. The cluster
is to be fixed to the ribbon by sewing or pinning as appropriate so that it is
placed centrally on the ribbon with the straight sides of the scroll parallel to the
vertical stripes of the ribbon. Diagrams showing the clusters affixed to the ribbon
are at Annex A to this Order.

Persons Eligible

5. Members of the Australian Military Forces and members of the following
Philanthropic Organizations who are accredited to the Australian Army and who
qualify under the same conditions as Army personnel and provided they wore
uniform:

Australian Red Cross Society,

The Salvation Army.

The Young Men’s Christian Association,
Campaigners for Christ.

The Australian Forces Overseas Fund.

Qualifying Conditions

6. To qualify for the award a member mustbe allotted for "Special Service"
in Vietnam as defined by MBI 216 - 1, and one of the following:
RESTRICTED /8,
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8, Must serve in Vietnam for a minimum period, either continuous or
aggregated, of 181 days from 31 Jul 62 inclusive to a future date,

b. Have served in Vietnam for a period of less than 181 days from
31 Jul 62 inclusive to a future date if:

(1) Killed on active service,

(2) Wounded in action (l.e, classified as a Battle Casualty ina
NOTICAS signal vide MBI 38 - 1),

(3) Captured and later released or escaped.

Provisional Approval to Wear the Ribbon

7.

a, COs may give provisional approval for members to wear the ribbon.
An entry, signed by an officer, is to be made in the member’s Regl-
mental Record of Service (AAB 83) as follows:

"Approved to wear the ribbon of the Vietnamese Campaign Medal,
subject to verification by CARO",

b. This provisional authority is not an approval for the issue of the
medal. .

Issue of Ribbon

8.

A freeinitial issue of the ribbon, tobe recorded in the Members AAB 83,

is to be made inaccordance withthe appropriate block scale, to all ranks author-
fzed to wear it, Indents are to be submitted through the normal channels,

Issue of Medal

9.

a, Approval has been given for the Vietnamese Campaign Medal to be
engraved with the Army number, initials and surname of the recipients.

b. Units areto send to CARO, for confirmation, promulgation and issue
of the medal, a nominal roll of serving members provisionally authorized
to wear the ribbon,

c. The format of the nominal roll is to be:

.../CLAIM

RESTRICTED
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3 MBI 102-4

23 DEC 68

CLAIM FOR AWARD OF THE ‘VIETNAMESE CAMPAIGN MEDAL

ARMY NO RANK NAME INITIALS PERIOD OF REMARKS
SERVICE IN
VIETNAM

d. Former members should be advised to apply direct to CARO stating
their Army number, rank, full name, period of service in Vietnam and
the address to which the medal is to be sent,

e. Deceased members, Vietnamese Campaign Medals earned by
deceased members of the AMF aretobedistributed in accordance with
the War Services Estates Act 1942, Next of kin or other persons who
consider that they are entitled to the award due to a deceased member
should be advised to apply direct to CARO stating:

(1) Full name and address of applicant,
(2) Army number, rank and full name of deceased.
(3) Relationship of applicant to deceased.

CARO is responsible for determining to whom the award is to be sent
and for advising applicants accordingly.

Miniatures

Minjatures of the Vietnamese Campalgn Medal may be worn by those

who are entitled to the award. Purchase is at individual expense.

Forfeiture and Restoration

The Vietnamese Campaign Medal may be forfelted or restored in

accordance with MBI 102-1,

(AG: 445-R32-5)

Dress
Honours and Awards
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ANNEX A TO
MBI 102-4
23 DEC 68

POSITIONING THE ANNUAL CLUSTERS ON

THE_RIBRON OF THE VIETNAMESE CAMPAIGN MEDAL

(=ce paragraph 1)

RESTRICTED
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Section 2
PERSONNEL
UNCLASSIFIED
514/70—Charges for Victualling and Accommodation in HMA Ships and
Establishments

) The following amendments, operative from 1 Seplember 1970, are to be made
in manuscript in Anvex A to Navy Order 207/70:
Heading of first column:
Delete ‘Personal’, insert ‘Personnel’.
Um{er chcrﬂl Mess—Victualling and against Personnel Categories A (i),
A (i), B (i)(c), B (i) (b) and B (ii)(c):
Delete $0.96, insert $0.98.

(201/58/98 DNA)
(Navy Order 207/70)

UNCLASSIFIED
515/70—Vietnam Medal—Award for Service im South Vietnam

1. Her Majesty the Queen has approved the award of a medal in recognition of
Scrvice by Australian and New Zealand Forces in repelling aggression in Vietnam
since 29 May 1964. This medal is to be known as the Vietnam Medal.

Design

2. The medal is lo be of cupro-nickel and circular in shape. It will bear on. the
obverse side the crowned effigy of the Queen and on the reverse the word “Vietnam’
inscribed above a symbolic representation of the ideological war in Vietnam, depicting
the figure of man in the centre of the medal standing between spherical shapes.

. 3. The ribbon is 1} inches wide and is yellow surmounted by three thin red vertical
stripes in the centre, flanked by red stripes of a deeper hue, with broad dark blue on
the left and broad light bluc on the right. The design incorporates the colour of the

gatiqml flag of South Vietnam and the colours traditionally symbolic of the three
ervices.

Qualifying Service

4, The qualifying conditions for the award of the Vietnam Medal are common to

?H" three Services, from 29 May 1964 to a date yet to be determined, and are as
ollows:

a. Service of twenty-eight days, continuous or aggregated in ships or craft
employed in operations on inland waters or off the coast of Vietnam.

b. Scrvice of one day or more on the posted strength of a unit or formation
on land in Vietnam; or

e. One operational sortie over Vietnam or Vietnamese waters by aircrew on
the fmsted strength of a unit allocated for direct support of operations
in Yietnam.

5 516/70

d. Service of thirty days either continuous or aggregated on official visits,
inspections or other occurrences of a temporary nature or duty by
members of Australian or New Zealand MNavies or Armies or Air Forces
in Vietnam or in ships or craft eogaged in operations off the Vietnamesc
coast.

5. In order to qualify under condition 4a a member must be on the posted
strength of a ship or crait allotted for Special Duty in the Special Areas of Vielnam
and/or the waters adjacent thereto—see Navy Order 472/68. The crews of Naval
vessels which visit Vietnam f[or the purpose of transporting personnel and equipment
are not so allotted but may count actual time spent in harbour in Vietnam as qualilying
service under d of the above conditions.

6. The qualifying scrvice as described in Sub-paragraphs 4a and d will be
waived where a members service is brought to an end because of death or evacuation
owing to wounds or other disability due to service, or the member is awarded a British
Honour, Decoration or Medal of the status of the British Empire Medal or above, a
Mention in Dispatches or a Queens Commendation for gallantry on a specific occasion
during the uncompleted qualifying period.

7. The manufacture and issue of the medal will be undertaken as soon as possible.
In the meantime the ribbon will be supplied and is to be worn by eligible members.

8. It is the responsibility of officers and sailors, who carry out service in Vietnam
under 4d above as individuals rather than as members of Naval Units, to ensure that
Navy Office is advised of such service including times and dates of arrival and
departure.

9, A provisional list of HMA ships with the periods of qualifying service towards
the Vietnam Medal will be promulgated by Confidential Navy Order. The list will
be amended from time to time as additional details of qualifying service arc received.

10. Navy Order 499/67 is hereby cancelled.

(38/201/32 HPB)
(Navy Orders 499/67 and 472/68)

UNCLASSIFI

ED

: Service in South?

1. Approval has been given for members of the Australian Forces, who comply
with the conditions laid down by the Vietnamese Authorities to qualify for the
campaign medal issued by the Vietnamese Government for service in the Vietnati
war.

2. The medal is a gold and white epamelled star with a green, red and gold centre
motif. The medal ribbon to be worn is 1 inches in width, green in colour with
three vertical white stripes. The medal will be issued with a Service Ribbon Attachment
Clasp for wearing with the medal and a Service Ribbon Attachment Emblem for
wearing when the ribbon alone is worn.
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3. The Service Ribbon Atlachment Emblem is to be fixed on the ribbon by sewing
or pinning as appropriale so that it is placed centrally on the ribbon with the straight
sides of the scroll parallel to the vertical stripes of the ribbon. Diagrams showing
the emblems aflixed to the ribbon are shown at Annex A to this order.

4. The approved conditions for the grant of the award of the Medal to Australian
servicemen are as follows:

a. Allotment for the speeial service in Vietnam (as defined by the Repatriation
Special Overseas Service Act—isee Navy Order 472/68) of a minimum
of six months duration, either continuous or aggregated, with retrospective
effeet to 31 July 1962.

b. Allotment for special service in Vietnam of less than six months dura-
tion since 1962 if:

(1) killed on active service or wounded in action and evacuated;
(2) captured and later rcleased or cscaped.

5. No provision such as that provided for in the Vietnam Medal is made for the
award to be granted immedialely to personnel awarded a decoration for gallantry
or bravery in action prior to completion of the minimum qualifying period.

6. Some confusion exists regarding the order of wearing of the United Nations
Service Medal and the Vietnamese Campaign Medal. The United Nations Service
Medal is neither a British nor a foreign award, but is granted under the authority
of the United Nations of which the United Kingdom and other Commonwealth
countries are member nations. The United Nations Service Medal is therefore worn
immediately after the British Xorea Medal or if that medal has not been awarded, in
order of date of award in the same way as an oflicial war medal. The Vietnamese
Campaign Medal is regarded as a foreign award and, as such, is worn in date order
with other foreign awards afier all other medals including Long Service and Good
Conduct Medals.

7. MNavy Order 500/67 is hereby cancelled.

7 517/70

ANNEX A
Positioning the Annual Clusters oo the Ribbon of the Vietnamese Campaign Medal

[Tl
Ti iiiL

(38/201/31 HPB)

(Navy Order 500/67)

Section 4
EQUIPME'NT, STORES AND SERVICING
UNCLASSIFIED
517/70—Alteration and Addition Item—HMAS DANKS

The following Alteration and Addition Item is approved to be carried oul in

HMAS BANKS:
Class List Item No 19 (Ex TDL ‘3/70').

i (1) To remove existing 19 gallon lubricaling oil storage tank from
o s brackets on Engine rcom Port bulkhead between frames 16 and
18; and

(2) to replace this item with a cupboard of steel or aluminium con-
struction to be mounted upon the same existing brackels.’
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PERS 10-9
THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CAMPAIGN MEDAL
(AF265/19/152) Attachment G
Introduction
1. The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal was issued by the

Vietnamese Government for service in the Republic of Vietnam between
31 July 1962 and a date to be determined.

2. Her Majesty the Queen has granted approval for eligible members
of the Australian Defence Force to accept and wear the Medal.

Desiaon
Zesaan

3. The Medal is a gold and white enamelled star with a green, red
and gold centre motif. The ribbon is 35mm wide, green in colour with three
vertical white stripes.

4. An integral part of the medal is the date cluster. When the
ribbon alone is worn, a small scroll bearing the legend '60 -' is attached
centrally to the ribbon. When the ribbon and Medal are worn, a larger
scroll with the legend '1960-' is attached.

Eligibility

B Officers and airmen who fulfil the conditions of qualifying
service from 31 July 1962 are eligible for the award of the Republic of
Vietnam Campaign Medal-.

Cualifying Service

B e

6. Qualifying service for the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal is:
e 'special service' (as defined by the Repatriation (Special

Overseas Service) Act) of a minimum of six months' ‘ratioq

either continuous or aggregated, in Vietnzam rom

31 July 1862; or

1 service' in ¥
n.since 31 July 1862 if:

SPONEOR: DPEA-AF



DI(AF)

PERS 10-9
- 2 -
{
(1) killed on active service, ‘\
(2) wounded in action and evacuated, or
(3) captured and later released or escaped.ﬁ
7 To satisfy the condition of ‘'special servicé‘ members must

normally have served for a minimum of six months, either continucus or
aggregrated, on the posted or attached strength of a unit or formation in
the Republic of Vietnam for the purpose of assisting the Vietnamese
Government and the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces.

8. . For the purpese of paragraph 6.b., 'wounded in action' means
a condition that resulted frcm an engagement with the enemy, a hostile act
by the enemy, or an operational duty in the wvicinity ‘of the enemy. An

injury or illness which is not the result of combatant duty does not fall
within this interpretation and cannot be considered 'wounded in action'.

End of Qualifving Period for Medal

9. The Republic' of Vietnam Campaion Medal was instituted by the
South Vietnamese Government without an end date. As this Government was
deposed and the country incorpofated into a single Vietnam state, the
issuing authority ceased to exist and the means by which a terminal date
might have been determined were lost.

Returned from Active Service Badage

10. A member who qualifies for the Republic cf Vietnem Campaign
should also qualify for the award of the Returned Sfrom active S
Badge (DI(AF) PERS 10-11).

11. The Pepubiic
fereign medal ard is to
detziled at Annex B %o DI{z

in DI(RF) PERS 12-4.
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134 DEFAIR (DGPS-AF) is the final authority for the award and issue
of the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal to entitled members. .
Issue of Medals
14. DEFAIR will issue the Medal to entitled members.
Issue of Ribbons
15. Units -are to demand on the appropriate stores depot for supplies

of the ribbon as required. A free initial issue of 65mm is to be made in

each case.
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