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My tour at Riffle Company Butterworth started with a distinct smell approximately 3000 feet in the 

air prior to landing at Air Base Butterworth. That smell, we later found out to be open sewage drains 

mmm. On our departure we all had to give a stool sample and I remember quite clearly we all had

salmonella within it but were unaffected by the bacteria, I guess 12 weeks of open air drains and

food prepared above them toughens up your insides

We spent half our tour out bush (48 days), yet whilst at Air Base Butterworth we had an incident 

which sent the base into lockdown and on high alert. A male insurgent let of a mortar and then blew 

himself up close to our quarters at the southern end of the Air Base. 

At the time I didn’t think much of this but given  the events at the time= 1988 Malaysian 

constitutional crisis (also known as the 1988 judicial crisis) This incident was meant to create 

some sort of propaganda or exposure of some nature to an issue or remnants of the communist 

block. 

I travelled from Butterworth to Kuala Lumpur to visit my cousin  and there was a 

distinct mistrust of westerners on the public transport. I spent a week in the capital and it was intense 

and people where very nervous. I have a deep understanding of what was really going on at that time. 

I also remember when we were on exercise in Borneo that several incidents took place around the 

region we exercised with the Malaysian military. Not to mention the outbreak of cholera that killed 

several in the Kota Ballou area. 

On a personal note I just learnt after thirty three years that I’m entitled to the Australia Service Medal 

South East Asia with Clasp for this warlike service.. (Thanks for letting me know) I now know that from 

early 1990’s every serving member each six months has a search done to see if they are entitled to a 

medal or award.( It can’t be that hard to do the same for those prior)? 

Also a friend of mine Private  who toured in this tour then went on to be discharged 

and then subsequently diagnosed with bipolar and other mental health issues. I have read and now 

believe that the malaria tablets that we had to take whilst there and prior to and after may have played 

a part in his mental health conditions.   For all I know they affected me too! (part of concealment and 

deflection).It’s no wonder we have little trust and faith in Governments and Government Organisations 

I guess what I’m trying to say here is that yes this was a little warlike and there were real threats and 

as a result most of us carry these with us today and have to find out ourselves what we are entitled to. 

It’s a poor look and one that needs to be addressed and where possible repaired. 

Yours Sincerely 

James Redgrave Email:  






