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Submission to Inquiry - Mr Christopher John Crewther 

Part 1 - Name of Inquiry 

Name of Inquiry* 

lngui[Y. into medallic recognition for service with Rifle ComRany Butterworth 
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Title or Rank* 

Mr 

Surname* 

Crewther 

Given Names * 

ChristoRher John 

Postal Address * 
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Part 3 - Desired outcome 

Provide a summary of your submission: 

I recommend medallic recognition, through the Australian Active Service Medal, for Sabe Saitta and other 

Australian veterans who served with Rifle ComRany Butterworth in Malaysia between 1970 and 1989, based on 

the evidence submitted, and more broadly, and given the recognition Rrovided to veterans from other nations 

who served in Malaysia during this Reriod. 

Part 4 - Your submission and Supporting Documentation 

File Attached: 
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the New Zealand Operational Service Medal for veterans who served in Malaysia and
Singapore between 1959 and 1974. Given this, I agree that it is timely that this issue is re-
examined.

Veterans who have served on Rifle Company Butterworth deployments have been fighting
for this additional recognition for years.

Australian Defence Force personnel have served continuously at the Royal Malaysian Air
Force
Base Butterworth in Malaysia since 1970, when Rifle Company Butterworth was deployed at
a
time of unrest in Malaysia, led by the Malayan Communist Party (MCP). The MCP signed a
peace treaty with the Government of Malaysia in 1989.

Submission

Firstly, it is the submission of Sabe, with other veterans, that the conflict never ended after
the first emergency, hence the recognition the Malaysian Government wished to give
veterans like Sabe via a medal.

Sabe states that that two groups of communist insurgents did not sign a peace treaty until
1989 and 1990, respectively. If they were simply combatants in hiding, the Malaysian
Government would not have entered such a process.

Sabe notes that he and others with him were armed, and given the rules of engagement,
not to mention the fact that they were under war law, where any action by them with
respect to (and not limited to) AWOL would be desertion, and so forth. 

Noting NZ's recent recognition, Sabe notes that he and others spent a very short time at the
Kiwi Barracks in Singapore in the 80’s. 1RNZIR was relocated south from Terendak Camp in
Malaysia to Singapore in December 1969. At first they were stationed at Nee Soon Garrison,
but in June 1971 they were moved to Dieppe Barracks. New Zealand maintained its
battalion in Singapore until 1989.

New Zealand Force Southeast Asia (NZFORSEA) (1974–1989) comprised the elements of the
Royal New Zealand Navy, New Zealand Army and Royal New Zealand Air Force. Much of the
New Zealand military left Singapore as part of operation Kupe in 1989, leaving behind a
residual Defence Support Unit (NZDSU). Read more here: https://biblioasia.nlb.gov.sg/vol-
15/issue-3/oct-dec-2019/dieppe-barracks/ 

Surrounding this situation was the continuing cold war at the time, with the continued
pressure of the Vietnam War that saw veterans like Sabe continue to rescue Vietnamese
out of the South China Sea. 

Sabe was part of a rescue that saw him and others he was with rescue 99 people, where










