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My service at RCB was with 8/9RAR A Coy lst
platoon Nol section my role was Nol scout

I was pte Ronald Turfboer reg no 328708 my
primary weapon was an M16 my tasks were to lead
the section on patrols the rest of the platoon
carried normal small arms weapons

Our tasks were to patrol and to protect the
Airbase and the RAAF personnel and their families
we were given live rounds and Rules of
engagement cards and carried them constantly in
our webbing

There was an expectation of casualties but not
likely we were told the enemy were present Wether
seen or not and to be ready regardless

We carried out exercises with the Malaysian Army
and were taught jungle craft

One day while on exercise with Acoy 1 platoon was
separated from the rest of the company we were
lost in the jungle and in ct territory at the
time the C.0.o0f the battalion Lt
Col.G.J.McKay,M.C. was with us observing our
skills and tactics himself and the platoon Co

Lt Scott Blakemore explained that we were lost
and the 3 forward Scouts were tasked with getting
us out of the jungle and to find a road so we
could radio for transport

The forward Scouts were given live rounds 5 each
as the platoon Co carried a full 20 round
magazine in case of Tiger attack we went to the
state of Action with our weapons the Scouts
were told if we were contacted by the enemy to
aim for one shot one kill and to secure the enemy
weapon and distribute the ammunition amongst the
rest of the platoon

I can tell you the danger was REAL the other 2
Scouts Pte B.Hunter and Pte P.B.Curtiss(who was
tragically killed whilst serving at RCB)
Completed the task of finding a way out of the
jungle on doing so the C.0.Lt Col.G.J.Mckay M.C.
brought the platoon together and said and I
quote-

Be sure to thank the forward Scouts in your own
time as they have literally saved your lives
Unguote .





