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Submission to Inquiry - Mr Keran Francis Carsburg

Part 1 — Name of Inquiry

Name of Inquiry *

Medallic recognition for service with Rifle Company Butterworth.

Part 2 — About the Submitter

Title or Rank *

Mr
Given Names *

Keran Francis
Surname *

Carsburg
Post-nominals (if applicable)

C.Dec
Street Number and Name *

Suburb *

Postcode *

State *

Queensland

Email Address: *

Primary Contact Number *

Secondary Contact Number

Is the Submission on behalf of an organisation? If yes, please provide details:

Part 3 — Desired outcome

Provide a summary of your submission:

The Defence statement in Submission 96b at page 12 that the Malaysian Government had not asked for
RAAF/Military assistance since 1966. This is contrary to Correspondence from the Australian High Commission
in Kuala Lumpur to the Secretary of the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs dated 21st July 1971 in which
it was discussed that the Malaysian Military requested that the RAAF conduct photographic reconnaissance to
assist them in the Thai border area.




Part 4 - Your submission and Supporting Documentation

File Attached: Submission-081b-by-Mr-Keran-Carsburg-19-April-2023.pdf
Correspondence-requesting-RAAF-assistance-with-photorecon-21-July-1971-1.jpg

Correspondence-requesting-RAAF-assistance-with-photorecon-21-July-1971-2.jpg

Part 5 — Consent and declaration

v | consent to the Defence Honours and Awards Appeals Tribunal making my submission publicly available.

v | also consent to the Defence Honours and Awards Appeals Tribunal:

using information contained in my submission to conduct research;

providing a copy of my submission to a person or organisation considered by the Tribunal to be
appropriate; and

providing a copy of my submission to a person or organisation the subject of adverse comment in the
submission;

using content in my submission in its report to Government.

The Tribunal will decide which person or organisation is appropriate, and this may include:

1. persons or organisations required to assist with the inquiry; and
2. persons or organisations with an interest in the inquiry.

v | declare that the information | have provided is correct.

Name

Keran F Carsburg

Date

19/04/2023

M

Keran Frances |

Ca/uéw)?

Signed by Mr Keran Francis Carsburg
Signed on: 19 April, 2023
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Dated 19/04/2023

Submission 081b by Mr Keran Carsburg
19 February 2023
DHAAT,

Defence stated in Submission 96b at page 12 states that *the Government of Malaysian did not
ask for Military assistance after 14 September 1966, which marked the end of the Indonesian
Confrontation. This is contrary to Correspondence from the Australian High Commission in Kuala
Lumpur to the Secretary of the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs dated 21st July 1971 in
which the Malaysian Military requested that the RAAF conduct photographic reconnaissance of
the Thai border area, as discussed in the correspondence.

. ‘A state of declared war.” Australia did not declare or recognise that a state of war
existed in Malaysia and was not involved in internal Malaysian affairs.

o  The Government of Malaysia did not ask Australia for military assistance after
14 September 1966, which marked the end of the Indonesian Confrontation.

*Extract from Defence Submission 96b at page 12.

The statement by Defence that **‘Both Rifle Company Butterworth and the Royal Australian Air
Force aircraft were not authorised to be involved in internal Malaysian affairs nor therefore into
direct contact with a hostile force.” Is in conflict with Correspondence from the Australian High
Commission in KL to the Secretary of the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs dated 21 July
1971 which specifically states that a request had been received from the Malaysian Government

for military assistance in the form of Photographic Reconnaissance.

d. There was no expectation of casualties as there was not expected to be an engagement
with hostile forces. Both Rifle Company Butterworth and Royal Australian Air Force
aircraft were not authorised to be involved in internal Malaysian affairs nor therefore
drawn into direct contact with a hostile force.

**Extract from Defence Submission 96b at 2.65 d.

It also intimates that the RAAF had previously provided assistance, including providing
equipment to Malaysian Special Branch.
It also states that: ‘Security in this field has worked well in the past, for example, in our use of

Butterworth in support of our forces in Vietnam.’ This indicates a decision to withhold actions from
public view.

The Attachment, in the writer's opinion, shows that the Australian Government, through the
Defence personnel at Air Base Butterworth, were providing assistance to Malaysia against the
Communist Insurgent groups.

Had Communist Insurgents been aware of the assistance being provided to and requests for
RAAF assistance their actions against Butterworth would, in the writer’s opinion, have been quite
different. Actions to provide negative media coverage in Australia to try to force withdrawal of
Australian Military Forces at Air Base Butterworth could be gained in several ways:

. Indirect assault of the RAAF Mirage lines;

. Direct assault by individual Sappers on the Mirage lines;
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o Direct assault on off duty RAAF/Army personnel and their dependents by booby-traps or
direct assault.

Any one of these actions could have resulted in the loss of one or more of, at the time, Australia’s’
most sophisticated aircraft and loss of life of personnel or dependents. What would have been
the impact of a negative press in Australia and its impact on the Five Powers Defence
Arrangements.

This Submission indicates to the writer that the Australian Government through Australian Military
Forces and or Intelligence was in a covert manner aiding the Malaysian Government in their fight
against the Communists.

Keran F. Carsburg C.Dec

PS | do not have access to the Memorandum N° 200 dated 11" February 1971 which is
referred to at the start of the Attachment. It would provide more information on this issue.

/Attachment A: Copy of Correspondence from the Australian High
Commission in KL to the Secretary of the Australian
Department of Foreign Affairs dated 21st July 1971.
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Attachment A:  Copy of Correspondence from the Australian High Commission in KL to the
Secretary of the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs dated 21st July 1971.
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