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STATEMENT BY
216779 MAJ ARTHUR CLIVE MITCHELL-TAYLOR OAM, JP(QUAL), (RET)
IN RESPECT OF THE RIFLE COMPANY BUTTERWORTH

1. | hope and believe that at last there is an enquiry which is examining the facts
of the 20-year deployment of the Rifle Company Butterworth (RCB) in an open and
honest way.

2 My own view, when | was asked as National President of the Vietnam
Veterans Association of Australia (VVAA) to support the RCB was to decline.

3. Then, quickly, as a serving Army Reserve Major and a Staff Sergeant and at
times Acting Company Sergeant Major during my own tour of duty with A Company
of the 6t Battalion Royal Australian Regiment in 1979-80, | rethought my position
from the point of view of the soldiers.

4. Their clear and unambiguous instructions were that there was a credible
threat and an expectation of attempts by physically proximate Communist
terrorists (CT) against personnel and materiel on the Butterworth Air Base.

5. No soldier who ever served at RCB was ever told that it was a “training
opportunity” and | know from my later employment at the Defence Intelligence
Organisation that these agencies can measure the capability of hostile forces, but
not intent.

6. They carried a front-line ammunition load as we did in Vietnam. They had
Rules of Engagement as we did in Afghanistan. They were authorised and prepared
to kill in protection of those assets. Or be killed.

7 Every single day over some 20 years, with not a single break, those soldiers
and junior NCOs patrolled and deployed by night and day, reacted to unexpected
movement, lights, noises and other unusual events.

8. | have no doubt that some were damaged, physically and psychologically in
reaction to those events, and still suffer from it.

9, The disparate levels of proof required by the Department of Veterans Affairs
(DVA) for injury claims incurred during peacetime and the same claims for injuries
incurred in war mean that it was difficult if not impossible for RCB soldiers to
receive treatment and/or compensation.

10. The official position of Army for all the 44 years of my service since | first
enlisted as a private soldier in 1964 is that “Our men and women are our greatest
asset”.
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11. | am deeply ashamed that some of our senior officers, serving and retired,
many having served with RCB and many later also in senior posts with DVA, have,
without a second thought, abandoned their duty to their soldiers.

12. Or perhaps they believe that they never had a duty to the soldiers who
believed their descriptions of the tactical situation, obeyed their orders and in faith,
acted accordingly. To their continuing detriment.

13. Perhaps they believe that the cost of supporting these soldiers comes out of
their own handsome retirement benefits.

14. Inlateryears|was part of the team that prepared and presented the position
of the men of the 8 RAR Association to Justice Mohr’s Review of Service Entitlement
Anomalies in Respect of South-East Asian Service 1955-75 .

15.  Personnel of the 28" Commonwealth Brigade serving at Terendak Barracks,
Malacca in 1968 and 1969 including 8 RAR were deployed on exercises to locations
where CT had been seen. We were unarmed except for live rounds carried by
specified individuals in case of wild animal activity. The purpose of those exercises
was by our presence to harry and unsettle what we now know to be these “Second
Emergency” communists and encourage them to move on, but those of us involved
did not know the extent of the Defence perfidy involved.

16. The similarities between this and the RCB are precise. 8 RAR and later the
RCB were awarded the Australian Service Medal, without demur by Defence
because it did not have to admit the real circumstances of part of our service.

17. Recognition of the RCB as Active Service will give me nothing that | do not
already have, but it will help those soldiers who faithfully and loyally served their
country and obeyed their orders.

18. | believe that circumstance has delivered me the knowledge and direct
experience to provide an honest assessment of the position of the men of RCB. See
my short biography at www.taylor.id.au.

Sincerely,

o —

A. Clive Mitchell-Taylor
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